188   MODERN SCIENCE AND MATERIALISM
spirit is in evidence. For sounds are exclusively associated in experience with material objects, giving visual and tactual impressions. Where sounds occur without any of the usual correlated sensations, spirituality is immediately alleged. That is to say, as soon as the elements composing a clot of sensations or a material object are broken up and appear independently, they are affirmed to be psychical. Materiality is wholly a product of association.
We now approach the most difficult part of our subject, and that which will be most puzzling to the lay mind: the relation of body to mind, or, in our new terminology, the relation of the system of associated sensations to the reservoir of free sensations from which that system developed. Among the material objects which after some months of life form a part of the baby's experience, one begins to stand out as being unusually ubiquitous. Whereas other material objects come and go, there is one from which experience is never altogether free for long. Moreover, this particular obj ect exhibits changes that run in a curiously parallel manner with the general series of sensations. In short, it begins to be discovered that every sensation of any kind seems to entail some activity in the object noted. The object mimics the sequences of the sensations. For every alteration of sensation experienced there appears to take place some corresponding alteration in the relation of the parts of the object in question. As in the case of other objects, this one becomes associated with a name in the course of education, and the child learns to know its own body, as being an object more nearly allied to the sensational stream, more accurately reflecting its changes, than any other object.
The discovery of the body opens the way to a new series of material associations. Hitherto a sensation had only called up the other sensations with which it had been immediately or objectively associated. But now it may call up those just as before, or, on the other hand, it may call up the sensations of correlated processes in that exceptionally ubiquitous clot now